CHAPTER XV

EDUCATION

Denver, Colorado.

WHATEVER may be said in disparagement of
American education when judged by the standards
of the Old World, there can be no doubt that the
public interest in education and the public sense
of its importance stand in America at a very high
level All general statements about America, as
I have elsewhere noted, are apt to need qualifi-
cations, sometimes so many that the original
statement comes to nothing, but this about the
public interest in education may stand almost
unqualified. By diligent search, indeed, one
could find in some of the States, especially in
the South, benighted regions where education
has been neglected and where illiterates abound;
and in all the great cities there are ignorant
masses who are apathetic about it; though even
they seem to be less apathetic than the correspond-
ing masses in Great Britain.

My own testimony, given for no more than It
is worth, is this. Of the many topics on which I
have spoken in American cities " education "
has always been the one to draw the largest and
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